| Preston-Connelly House @ 1807=1810
CE- 90¢
Near Rock Springs
Private

Joseph Preston of London Grove Township, Chester County Pa.,
sold to his son, William Preston of Octoraro , two hundred and
eighteen acres in March of 1801, which bordered the Octoraro
Creek just south of the Md.-Pa. Mason Dixon Line.(J$:22/173)
William Preston, along with many other Pennsylvania farmers
were moving south into 4his area for less conjested farmland in
the eérly 19th century,., Heavy Quaker settlements to the east in
Nottingham and rich relatively unsettled farmland provided the
incentive to move south, William Preston did not wait long to
construct a substantial dwelling becauSe by 1807-1810 he had
a two story four bay by two room fieldstone farmhouse. Presently
a coat of pebbled stucco implanted with colored glass fragments
covers the fieldstone, however two dates were worked into the
stucco on the lower left hand corner of the main house, 1929
probably dates the stucco application and covering of the earlier
1807 date which also appears and is most likely the date of
construction, William Preston was a benevolent (uisker. for a 1886

plat@oﬂﬁis grandson William B, Preston's land locates the
T
Octoraroe Quaker Meetingliwhich was donated by William =+

Preston in the early 19th century. [ﬁilliam Preston died in 1839

and left his plantation to his son Joseph)fwho in turn sold to
50

Willism J, Preston in 1865.£‘(Ds 2/230) ) He?éuarahbeed 10 Petime
rights to his wife Mary...

"It is also my will that my widow Mary Preston have and
enjoy peaceably the parlor, the room we sleep in and the room
over the parlor together with full priveledge for her ewn use
also of the kitchen to do her own work in and the cellar and pumpee.™
(Register of Wills B 9/108)
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TheﬁConnellyfgarmhouse is a ear¥y 19th century, mifified

three room plan on Connelly Road, a mile north of
Route 1. The house is located one hundred yards from the
road and on the southern slope of a small hill, The main
facade faces south while the main gable runs on a northeast/
southwest axis. '

The structure seems to have been built in three parts.
The main block is a 28 story 3 room @&mpeam. plan structure of
early 19th century ate,with four bays across and two bays
deep. A ell addition extends to the morth (rear) of the main
block and is two bays across with one room deep. Another addition
was connected to the northeast gable end and continued the
same roof line for an additional two bays. The entire field-
stone structure has been covered with grey stucco with small
pieces of stone and glass set-in for decoration, On the lower
southeastern corner are two dates, 1929 and 1807, The 1929
probably refersisg to when the stucco was added and 1807
may possibly be a date that was covered over when the stuccoing
tock place. Single story shed porches are located on the
front and north side of the ell. A single story shed kitchen
was attached to the north gable end of the building. The
structure rests on an uncoursed stone foundation and is capped
with a medium sloped slate roof.

The main facade is a total of six bays across, the first
four from the west being the main block., The second and third
bays are entrances with single pane sash windows flanking
the doors. The trim is plain, One early 19th century door
with long sirap hinges remains on the second bay entrance
while the other dcor is not in use. A transom is located overs
head., A later bog cornice extends across the main facade.

The soreened=-in porch has a composition tile roof, which is
supported with doric columns.

The east gable end is fairly plain with a single story
.stuccoed addition and two 4 pane attic lights that flank a2
atuccoed stack. A plain barge board protects the end of the
roof,

The west gable is rather plain except there are two 1/1
sash on each floor in addition to the two four pane attic
windows that flank the chimney. The stack above the roof
is constructed of unsteccoed stretcher bond brick.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



in the huse,

The ell addition is basieally plain with 1/1 sash located
symetrically., An entrance is located in the northern bay of
the east side, There are two small attic sash that flank the rear
wing stack.

The interior has been slightly altered with the removal
of a couple walls and the widening off an entrance. The wall
between the front and back room has been removed, however the
two corner fireplaces remain., The front roomg mantel is still
intact., The mantel designsg are very basic with plain pilasters
that project slightly. The frieze has a projecting central
block and two end blocks above the pilasters. These support
a plain cornice and thick mantel S@gl@a The mantel has been
taken out of the back room. The e=brafes between rooms has
been widened with tapered supporting posts.

The northeast parlor is the largegg%@@m with a fireplace
against the end wall, The mantel is a Uit more elaborate, Hhan A7y
& flat panelled closed isg%qggéeggpext to the fireplace., It
has a molded cornice with 2AcertTdl keystone, The stair is
located along the back wall. The newel has been replaced, The
wing to the rear has been somewhat remodeddbut an inclosed
stair does rise from the kitchen., A large cooking fireplace
igs located in the end gable wall, The first floor of the
addition to the east has been totally remodeled,

The house is part of a modern farm with a few o0ld farm
buildings and some very recent ones, A notable brick smoke-—
house iz located to the north of the main house., It isg a
common bond brick struciture resting on 2 stone foundation
and covered with a slate roof. A small brick stack rises out
of the back end. There is a front deoor in the middle of the
main facade,
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The main farmhouse although somewhat altered from its

intended appearance is extremelly significant since it is te Rovin Pinw
another example of the @atéf19th century usuage of thls éﬂﬁ@%ﬁﬁvﬁﬂﬁﬁ
Q&zuaaaEiaa- . , Zras -

FeRVALeY San g’{‘ AT LU Ch el a8 vhtiet 92 a1 &S ~SAVET AR
Even though the 1nter10r has been modlfled and some 1ntnr10r
detalllng has been removed, @nough of the original does
remain to reconstruct the interior room arrangement., The
interior mantels and woodwork are not superb but never r _the less
- good examples of late f%derally influenced design.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Poul B. Teouart Historie Sites Survevor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Cecil County Cemmitias g jfon s
STREET & NUMBER :  TELEPHONE

Cecil County Courdhouse 3687568
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Slkton W vy L

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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CE-706
PRESTON=-CONNELY FARM

onnelly (widow) Lillian and
en, Bdward Connelly, Nancy

Nannie Lee
William Cus

July 27, 1949 and Raney Read, Francis and Mark Connelly

% interest

WER 10/47
March 7, 1938

% interest

wE%

SRA 21/233
220 acres

SRA  21/233

May 18, 1934

93 acres

l‘éarﬁh 2§-g 1935‘2’ 3@

SRA17/L4S, .

Dec. 30, 1532

HWL 14/475

March 13,
WGP 3/434

Nov, 1, 191¢

1925

To John M, Fred P, and Paul ¥, Connelly

George P, Connelly and Nannie L, Connelly
to John, Fred, Paul Connelly

in 3 parcels of land

On the old road leading from Rising Sun
to Conowingo...Being same land that was
conveyed from 'Edward.C Wilson to George
Connelly

2, East side of public road leading from
0ld Conowingo state road to new Conowingo
state road
Edward C, Wilson to George Connelly

Bounded on the north by George P, Connelly
East = Octorara Creek = South by Roscoe
Rawlings - West by George Connelly

Laviniaz R. Atkinson to George P, Connelly

4% ¥ George P, Connelly to Edward C.Wilson

Last will and testament of Henry Graybeal

{(Executors W, Arthur and Mildred Graybeal)
to

George and Nannie Connelly

William Negbitt
to
Henry Graybeal
220 acres {(prop. description)
Excepting 1 acre called Meeting House Lot...

Howard Bradley
to

William Nesbitt
220 A" Meeting House Lot



JTG 8/451
NOV» 23@ 1895

JPG 8/267
JAD 14/238
8 3

188

=3

JAD 13/431
L/6/1887

JAD  7/493
6£/21/1884L

Plat and
survey

1886

DS 2/23C
L/28/1865
218 Acres

B 9/108

PRESTCN~CONNELLY FARM

~

Page 2

Franklin T, Mackie
to
Howard Bradley

220 Acres excepting Meeting House Lot

Robert C. Thackery (Attornev)
to Franklin Mackie
220 Acres = Meeting House Lot

Joseph P, Culter

to
Robert Thackery (attorney)
Default of Mortgage

L. Marshall Haines and W, Evans (trustess)
0
Joseph Culter

Eguity Case 1251

Deborah C. Preston - Complainisrs
Egter R, Preston = Defendants

(e-704

William J. Preston died insolvent thus sending
property to helirs with undivided interest in farm..

Only equitable way to settle was for farm to

be sold and money split.

Ester R. Preston bought farm at public sale,

owever, she died and property went to Joseph P,

Culter,

William J, Preston received property from Joseph

Preston,
$1500

Will of William Preston  (died1839)
Executor Joseph Preston

"It is also my will that my widow Mary Preston
have and enjoy peaceably the parlor, the room
we sleep in and the room over the parlor together

with full priveledge for her own use also of

the kitchen to do her own work in and the sellar

and pumPees”
Plus $1000 and other household furniture



Continuation of Will

Deed 22/473
3/21/1801

218 acres

JB  2/110
35 5/l

Leaves to CGrandson Willlam:
Eight Day Clock

Writing Desk

Watch

$100 in money

Page 3

Leaves to son Joseph = RBlantation etec,

Joseph Preston of London Grove
Township
to

William Preston of Octorarg Hundred

Granted to Joseph Presgton by

Nathan Ewing = April 10, 1793
Stephen and Rachel Dorsey =
Property containing 218 zcres

March 13,

1798

(¢-706
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